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FOR THE PRESIDENT ONLY

I, MAJOR PROBLEMS

MipDLE EAsT

.Embéssy Beirut has provided further background on Presi-
denf Hiiﬁ's decisibn to take a hard line against the feda-
yeen. -ﬁilu has told Ambassador Porter that he had no choice
but‘to order the army to do whéteﬁer was necessary to con-
trol the terrorists and érevent any'cross-border Qperations
into Israel. Hilu said there was no other way - to halt. what
he calLed.the>“Jordanization" of Lebénon——shéring or ceding

power to the fedayeen.

inlu.claimed there were 1,600 fedayeen in southern Leba-
non and more waiting on the Syrian side of the border. He
said this amounted to a "Syrian-inspired invasion" whose ob-

jective was the takeover of all of southerh Lebanon..

‘The army of course is the key to the success in con-
fronting the fedayeen.v'Even though General Bustani, the
army's chief, has agreed to carry out Hilu's:pélicy, a source
close to the président told Porter that the basic question
was whether Bustani's patriotism will outweigh his desire to
advance his preéidéntiél ambitions by currying févor with the

‘ Muslims.

Whatever the army's sfaying power over the long pull,
Hilu's order already has had some effect. The army is re-

ported -to have fired on a group of fedayeen Saturday.[ﬁ ~ 50X1
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50X1

VIETNAM

Thieﬁ is going to-have his hands full trying to whip
intO‘line Leaders of the majbr'grbups he hdpes to bring into.
his new political movement .  Altﬁoﬁgh happy gnough to'éay
lip-service to the_need fof a united front againét the Com-
munists, opposition politicians are making it increasingly
clear that their primary»objectiVe invforthcoming negotia-
tions with Thieuywill be to>ensure that the interests of

itheir,reSPective groups are fully protected.

These'leaders, even though they have.notbyet agreed on
which negotiating tactics to pursue, appear ét_leasﬁ to be
united on two points at thisbtime} that ﬁhe "major groups"
must be given'a position in Thieu's frént commensurate with
their'relative importance, "and tﬁat-Thieu's abrasive polit-
ical organizer, Nguyen Van Huong; must gé. On the first
point; the politicians have not‘ye£ settled on a particular
forﬁula to push, but they are clearly against Thieu's pre-
liminary propbsal that all of the political pérties.bé equally

represented in a consultative "presidium."

50X1
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EuroPE

Francois Mitterand‘announded-yesterday‘that,hé was’ not
a.canaidate for the French presidency. Mittérandfs withdrawal
came after he had consultedqearlier in the day with the French
Socialist party, presumably.in a final attempt to assess pros-
pects. for the development of a uhited left coalition to back
his candidacy.b The Sociélists early this morning nomiﬁated
moderate Gaston Defferre to be théir candidate after a motion
to consult other parties of the left before voting on.a can-

didate was. finally defeated.
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SoVIET AFFAIRS

There is nothing significant to report.

11, OTHER IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS

- Laos

Government guefrilla forces "have moved intobthe former
:Pathet Lao base of Xieng Khouangville. 1In a.related opera-
tion they have driven the enemy from'positibnsrto.the east,
capturing large amouﬁts of sﬁpplies. jThe ease with ﬁhich
~ these enemybpositions have falien ﬁas‘led Meo leader Vang
Pao to widen his sights. He has committed additional troops
in order to hold ground already captured and to pfess deepér

into .enemy territory.

Vang Pao‘may'be overextending his thinly—stretched guer-"'
rilia troops.--There are large numbers.of North Vietnamese
. troops who.have not yef been committed fo the fighting. One
rbattaiion, for example, seems. to be hoving ihto a position
from which.it could threaten Véng an'svhéadquarters at Long
Tieng. . Furthermbre, a NorthvVietnameée rédio ;érmihal——pos—
sibly serving a recoﬁnaissance unit--has been in the Long

Tieng areaywithin the past week.

The Communists also are readying themselves for heavier

. , ‘ {
action north of the Plaine des Jarres. \ AAJ

r v
LA, Lras many as five

50X1

FOR THE PRESIDENT ONLY

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2016/04/27 : CIA-RDP79T00936A007100030001-5




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2016/04/27 : CIA-RDP79T00936A007100030001-5

FOR THE PRESIDENT ONLY

Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese battalions are being moved

into position for an all-out assault on two government out-

posts. the North 50X1

Vietnamese hope to -take these positions in order to prevent
government guerrillas from using them as a base for moving

back into Samneua Province during the rainy season.

BoL1ivia

President Siles' chances for hanging on to his new of=
fice now look a little brighter. Army chief QQando, doubt-
iess inﬁiuenced by international expressions of support for
Siles' constitutional succession, seems to be having thoughts

about an immediate bid for power, Ovando and Siles are now

negotiating a new cabinet/ o 50X1
R

L |

Ovando's course of action will be determined in the final

analysis, however, by his judgment of whether he can safely
"bide his time until the regularly scheduled presidential elec-

tions next year, when he would be an almost certain winner.
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